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CURRENT NEWS. -

GENERAL.

The report of the committees of the two
houses of Congress, appointed to devise a
plan for counting the Electoral vote, was
made on the 18th. The report is signed hy
Senators Edimunds, Frelinghuysen, Conk-
ling, Thurman, Bayard,'and Ramsom, and
Representstives Payne, Hunton, Hewett,
Springer, MeCrary, Hoar, and Willard—
all the members of both commitiees, with
the exception of Senator Morton. The full
text of the bLill agreed upon is published in
another eolumn.

A Washington dispatch of the 19th says:
The plan of the Joint Committee for the
determinaticn of the Presidential question
gontinues the prominent theme of conversa-
tion. Apart from the gentlemen compos-
ing the cominittee the plan is not enthusi-
astically received, though a number of
members say they will vote for it as a seem~
ing necessity, while others do not appear to
have made up their miods on the subject.
Some members think the bill ought to be
amended, but others say that the amend-
ments would destroy the prospect ol its
passage, and therefore it weuld ' be
better to vole upon it as it is reported from
the committee. It is generally belicved ihat
there will be a determined opposition to the
bill by & minority in both houses—the Re-
publican opponents in theSen#te being led by
Messrs, Morton and Sargent,and the Demo-
ersatic opponents in the House by Speaker
Randall and Mr. Wood. Public sentiment
in the East seems to be strengly in favor of
the measure, while the greatest opposition
will come from the Northwest, Advices
from Ohio, Indiana and Tllinois are to the
effect that both parties are divided npon the
question. "o ' .

The resigmation of 'W. J. Murtagh as
member of the District Police Board has
been accepted by the President, and Irs G.
Kimball appointed in jpis place.

The President has nominated Ellis Shear
for Commissioner of Patgnta,

Hon. James E. Bailey has been elected
United States Semator from Tennessee for
the short term. X _

Hon. George ¥. Hoar "has been chosen
United States Senater from Massachusetts.

The Commissionet ‘of .Intérndl * Revenue
having by lotter ealled’attention of t he See-

retary of the Treasury te the extemsive’

manufacture of illicit spirits in certsin
Southern States, and the difliculty of en-
forcing the revenue laws there, I.pe Presi-
dent has ordered that a sufficient number ot
troops to be detaifed, whén requested, to
assist the revenue officials in performing
their duties. ;

President Grant has signified his inten-
tion to sign the bill providing for counting

the Electoral votes, should it pass both\

houses of Congress.

Secretary Chandler denounces as an un-
qualified forgery an alleged dispateh pur-
porting to have heen sent by him to Gov.
Stearns, of Florida, which is printed as
follows: ¢‘Hold Florida for Hayes and
Wheeler. Money snd treops will be sent
you.”’

The President has vetoed the bill abel-
ishing the District Police Board. The bill
passed both houses without any opposition,

The House Judiciary Committee have
unanimously resolved that articles of im.
peachment ought not to be preferred against
George M. Robeson, Secretary of the Navy.

The President has nominated Elias Gris-
wold for Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court of New Mexico. .

Hon. Alexander H. Stephens is Iying se-
riously ill at Washirgton from the effects of
bleeding at the lungs. _ :

The Executive Coinmittee of the National
Independent party met at Sprinefield, Ill.,
on the 23d, to declde upon the best method
to strengthed the orgauization, and to ac-
complish financial reforms which the party
demsands.

Senator Cockrell has introduced s bill
granting & pensicn to the widow of the late
Msjor-Gen. Francis P. Blair, Jr.

Mr. Blaine, recently elected United States
Senator from Maine to fill the unexpired
term caused by the resignation of Mr. Mor-
rill, was sworn in on the 22d.

The BHouse Commitiee on Indian Affairs

has agreed to recommend the passage of
Seelye’s bill to ratify the arrangement made
with the Sioux Indians for the relinquish=-
ment of their title to the Black Hills coun-
try, ete.

The Electoral bill passed the Senate ag
T7:10 on the morning of the 26th, after an
all-night session, by a vote of 47 veas to 17
nays. With the exeception of Senator Eaton,
of Connecticut, all those voting nay are Re-
publicans,

The Iouse Committee on Foreign Affairs
approves the action of the DPresident and
Secretary of State in declining the Centen-
nial address of the Irish people, presented
by John (’Conor, member of Parliameant.
The committee say that all communications
to this Government from aliens must come
through the regular accredited channels of

" the minister representing the Governmeut
to which taey belong.

Accarding to a Washington dispatch of
the 25th, Judge Davis was on the bench of
the Supreme Court when he received a tel-
egram from Sprivgfield informing bim of
his election to the United States Sen-
ate. After the adjournment of the
court he was called on by Illinois
friends, who congratulated bim
on the result, and irquired a8 to his accept-
ance of the office. He did not say whether
he will accept’ it or mot, but if he should
conclude to do so he will not resign before
the 4th of March, the Senatorial term not
beginning until that time. He stated he
had not been consulted regarding the use of
his name as a candidate and had notauthor-
ized it.

—_——

EAST,

Alonzo Cornell has been appointed Navai
Officer for the port of New York.

Suit bas beep comymenced in the United
States Di gfctqc_ougt t New York agsinst
ex-Gov. uel J. Tildet to recover $150, -
000 alleged baldncek dite of fie income tax.

Hon. John R. McPherson, Democrat, hus
been elected United States Senator from
New Jersey, in place of Senator Freling-
huysen. Senator Frelinghuysen wag a
ecandidate for re-election, but was defeated
by a msjority of one vote on joiut ballot.

A meeting of prominent bankers, mer-
chants, etc., was held in New York City on
the 25th, to encourage the proposed plan

for arranging the settiement between the
defaulting Southern States and thelr credit-
ors. Wm. Cullen Bryant presided. Itwas
recemmended by the meeting that the best
way to bring about an equitable settlement
and compromise of existing claims would be
to appoint a committee of disinterested ar-
biters and bondholders,and such action was
accordingly taken,

WEST AND SOUTH.

The St. Lovis German Protestant Or-
phans’ Home, located a few miles west of
that city, was entirely destroyed by fire on
the 18th. There were about 28 children in
the institution, all but one of whom, a boy
named Eugene Lang, were rescued from
the burning building.

A Democratic mass meeting was held at
Louisville, Ky., on the 18th, at which 99
counties were represented. Resolutious
were passed, declaring a full belief in the
election of Tilden and Hendricks, and in-
dorsing a call for a National Democratic
Convention, adopted by the Ohio meeting.

The business portion of Prescott, Ark.,
was destroyed by fire on the morning of the
19th.

Mr. Charles Collins, Chief Engineer of
the Lake Shore Railroad, committed suicide
at his home in Cleveland, on the 19th. Mr.
Collins had been ¢onnected with the Lake
Shore Road for the past 80 years. It is sup-
posed that the terrible disasterat Ashtabula
go preyed upon his mind that he became
partially insane, he being, to a certain ex-
tent, held responsible for the safety of sll
the bridges or the road.

Two South Carolina negroes, one a Dem-
ocrat and the other a Republican, recently
had & due! at Fair Bluffs, in that Siate.
Each fired four shots; one was wounded
three timeg, and the other once.

The Board of Supervisors of San ¥Francis-
¢o have commencad taking testimony in re-
gard to alleged fraudulent registration and
illegal voting in that city at the recent elec-
tion.

W. H. Rhedes, a photographer of Quin-
ey, Iil., was found in a dying condition in
his stuglio, ahout 7 p. m. on the eveniiz of
the 22, He had been terribly beaten, his
skull being broken in three places, and
there were evidences of a desperate strug-
gle having taken place, Robbery is sups
posed to have been the csuse of the murder,
as the victim’s pockets were turned imside

ment. If the framers of it designeq to confer
such power upon the President of the Senate,
how unfortunate it was they did not eay so,which
might have been done by two more words. If
staggered human credulity to believe the framers
of the Constitution had thus deaigned to tura the
President of the Senate into & judge on the most
criticial case which could befail the public, and
should mnot have said so. If power L0
open the certificate from a State implied power
to decide on its contents when opensd, then the
President of the Senate had power to declare who
was the President, but he (Edmunds) denied
that powe= to do one thing implied power to do
 do another. The Constitution dezlared Cengress
ghould have power to pass any law fo carry into
execution any power vested in any department
of the Government; the Congtitution left it tothe
law-making power to earry all these great forces
iulo execution. He then read from the decisions
of the Supreme Court to show that the bill was
constitutional. The right to decide who was
President did not rest with the President of
the Senate, neither did it rest with Congress ex-
clusivel{ until a law should be passed to that
effect. He denied emphatically that the Presi-
dent of the Senate had always opened and count-
i ed the Electoral votes. Fur just forty years of
| Government there never Was an instance
| where the Electoral certificate was drawn into
guestion., The bill did not take from the Presi-
dent of the Senate or from the ITouse of Repre-
sentatives any power which the Constitution had
vested in them, and therefore was not uncon-
stitutisnal. In conclusion he hoped Senatora
would carefully consider whether it was
wise by stimulating doubts in their own minds
to send this republic like the mountains which
the poet spoke of, ‘‘tumbling in the sea witkout
ghore,"” or whether in a fair course of equul law
the dispute should be justly eettled..,s..In the
Iouse the Indian appropriation bill was taken
up and discussed at length,

In the Senate, on the 224, consideration
was resumed of the bill in regard to counting the
i Electoral vole, and Mr. Morton took the floor.
| He said the bill was the product of a meonstrens
plan.
the Senate chamber. He believed Ruatherford B.
Hayes had been elected President of the United
States under the forma of law and according to
law, and he should becounted in, as eighteen
other Presidents had been, and inaugurated.
There would be no revelution., The Uonstitu-

ghall, in the presence of the Lwo houses, open ill
the certifleates and the vote shall then be count-
@d, and if no one capdidate has a majority of all
the Electors ntgroinl;ed the House shall immedi-
ately proceed to eleet, The prodess contemplat-
ed was a very sunple one—sumply to open the
certifleates and eonnt the votes,” but contemplat-
ed no time or plice to try questionaof the ¢ligi-
bility either of the candidates or ot the Electors.
Whether the Electors were eligibile was a matler
leis with the States under the injunciion of the
vonsbitution, The handing down of the certifi-
cato by the President of the Senate wasa declar-
atiom of the vote conlained init. Very few Re-

yublicans respéct this bill.

epub¥eang, if taken at all, as & (ose of castor
oil. sSenator Edmunds burned his ship behind the
bill when he denied the power of the President of
the Senate to count the votes i the absepce f
legislation., He thus seemed to make 1t neceB-
sary to aceept thie bill. Geolomets well usthere
was A period in Lhe earth's crust whea there were
gkulless vértebrates; now we have got to the pe-

oyt.
"o boilers in a steam saw-mill at)
Bayou, nine miles northeast of Little R
‘Ark., exploded on the 22d, killing _
men—iwo white and one colored=—and in-’
juring severely several others,
,The arrest of Miles Ozle, the celebrated
counterfeiter, has been followed by the
capture in Cincinnati of a largs quauntity of
well executéd counterfeit bank-note plates
and about 4),000 bogus 50-cent pieces, It
is said that Ogle ‘‘squealed’’ to the detact~
ivesand revesled where the stuff wad se-
creted. 3

At Gentry Settlement, Saline Couaty,
Ark., on the nighto! the 234, two women,
Mrs. H. T. B, Tarvlor and Mrs. H. Stauer,

4 &

the wives of respseted planters, were mir-
dered in cold blood, robbery being the pre-
sumed cause, They were stopping at the
same house, their husbands having gons to
Little Rock with produce. £

Col. 8. D. Childs, President of the South
Carolina Natioual Bank, of Columbia, has
msade an affidavit denying the stnlﬁm
made by Beverly Nash, Republican L-
or, before the Congressional investigaling
committee at Washiogton, to the effect thar
he (Childs) attempted to bribe him (Nasc)
to cast his vote for Tilden.

Sheriff Manning was shot and killed by a
desperado named John Fretwell, at Austin,
Miss., on the 23d. Fretwell was a relative
of Manning’s wife, and had recently been
pardoned out of the P'enitentiary through
Manning’s efforts. The murdered escaped.

sJudge Duvid Davis was elected United
States Senator from Illinois on the 25th,
The contest, was decided on the fortieth
joint ballot and the eighth day’s joint sea-
sion of the Legislature. The vote was:

(Rep.), 94; Haines, (Rep.), 3; scattering. 2.

The recently reported massaere of the
| members of & wagon train of 20 men, he-
longing to Yankton, by the Indiins on the
Black Hills route, iz entirely without foun-
dation.

FOREIGNM.

The efforts of the Turkish Conference to
bring about & peaceful solution of the Easte
ern guestion have apparently failed aud the
Council has adjourned sine dia. The Porte
perecmptorily refused to -accept the terms
proposed.

The Cubacs claim to have recently gained
two important victories over the Spaninrds
—one at Farralones and the otber at Zapata.

CONGIILESS,

In the Senate, on the 19th, Mr. Cameron,
of Penn., presented a resolution adowpted by the
Pennsyivauia Lezisinture in reference to count-
ing the Electoral vote. The resolut.on declares
ibat the certi cates of Electors from various
States are constitutional evidence of votes cast
for President andd Vice-President, and must be
counted, Ordered printed and to lie on the -
ble. The Consular Appropriation bLill was
amended ard then pagsed. Mr. Bogy continued
hig remarks in reganl to Louisiana nffairs, in
the course of which he geverely denounced Mr.
Packard. His remarks were lowily ap-
pluuded by the galiery on the right of the
Chair, and on motion of AMr. Eidimunds that gal-
lery was immediately cleared by the Scrgeant-
at-Arms. Messrs. Sherman and Morton repiied
to Mr. Bogy, defending the character of Gov-
ernor Packard. An executive eession was then
held, .... the House adepted a resolution dis-
charging Wm. Orton from custody, the tele-
grams called for having been produced by the
uficers of the company. Messra. Wells and
Anderson, of the Louisiana Returning Board,
were brought before the bar of the House, but
requested tnat their examination be deferred un-
til the arrival of the other members of the Board.
Referred to the Judiciary Commilwee.

In the Senate, on the 20th, Mr. Morton
presented the credentials of William Pitt Kel-
logg, as United States Senator from Louisiana,
and aeked that they be read and laid on the ta-
ble. So ordered. The coredentials are signed
by Siephen B. Packard, Governor ol Lousiana.
At the expiration of the morning hour, on mo-
tion of Mr. Edmunds, the bill re; orted by the
special committee in regaril to the count of the
Electoral vote wag taken un, and Mr Eimunds
wiiide w denglhy argumentin favor of its passage,
which was lii tened to auttentively He said that
the tribungl to be appointed under the bill was

te decide the questions brought before
them strictly accordance with the
law  as it existed on the 7th

of November. All this bill did was to prescribe
a method and ascertain what was law and fact
at that time. It had been said this tribunal
might go behind the returns froma State. If the
two houses of Congrees had power to do that
thing the tribunal would aleo have such power;
but if the two houces of Corgrees had no right
to overhau the actionof a sovereign State, then
this tribunai would bave no such rignts. Toe
committee ngreed that this Presidential contest
must be -ettled upon the principles and law that
existed when it took place. Nothing coull be
more fair than leaving dispute questions to such

of deciding who should be Presidentol the United
States toore or mo:e persons or bodies. If that
was true, it was fatal to this bill. The Constitu-

tion carefully enumerated every power of the

misdd when there are vertebrateless skulls,

Daviy, (Dem. and Ind.), 101; Lawreoce, |

i country.

a tribunal. 1t had been ¢ ntended by 8 L :
tlemen that the Constitution eommitterd lhﬂ*ﬁpd y 4

wer 1o connt the yote resides in the PreSidest
the Renate or 1n the two honses. it resides
the two-houses it can nol be. dalegated Lo &
mmission or .to* a court. The more matter of
inting the votd is .clefieal; aud® may be

Ww a0 leller, o M _any
arisca  that b*equircs julemeht or discre-

tioi® it ens not be Jdeleguted to 2 commission.
Tne decisjon of the Conference Commiltee
'is binding only on being rarified by both
house:, but she degisions of thistommission are
bindivg unless reversed by the actionof Doth
houses . It is, in every respect, a court inveatad
with high judicial powers fo decide questions
of law as well as fact, with a right ot appeal,

not to another court, but to the two houses of |
There is no power to go behind the

Congrg=s. 5
retnrns of the election o1 Electors certitied by

| proper returning or canvassing affieers of u |

State. State coyrts can not do it, nor ean Con-
| gresd por Bnited Statea eourta. If we concerde,
tor,the sake of argument, that the fwo houses
"have aright to count the voies, there is stil a
question Iy ing bebind that, and inlependent of
| ik, 2t that 1s a4 10 what papers the Preshleoat

| of the Senate iz reqired 10« pen i the presence |

of the two homsesand hand (o the seilers. The
Elecsora jn the several States are to . seal
| np ki r votes and lists made up by the Governor
mld se e o the 'residend of the Sen-
ate, indorsing the mames of the Electors upon
the outside of the envelope. He is thua nolitled
wha the Electors, or pretendad Eleetors, are who
have voled, whoze voses are contained in the en-
velope. It isaeertificate from the Electors, and
nong other, that he is required to epen in the
presence of thetwo houses. He 1snotin fact re-
giived to receive the cerlificates of amy body but

| the true Electors of a State. He 1s therefore re-

quiredd in the disgharge of the dutyof his oilice |

to determine and present & true certilicate from
the Electors of a State. He is boubdd as an oili-
cerof the Government of the United States to
take notice of thore who have Leen declared
| elected by the proper anthofities of the State,
( anl, when a certificate gomes inge his lwnds, it is
| his business at once to investigate and determine
| for kimself whether it comes from he Electors of
4 state. 1le must decide that guestion upon his
{ peril, and present the certifieate w the two
| houses of Congress. Rutherford B. Haves
ought to be innugurated, and must be inaugn-
| rated, unless . bill should be passed to count
| him oug in defiance of well known primeiples of
law. The Demoeratic Senatorg wouid not sup-
t port this bill if it Jdid not give then® & coance to
j conutindr. Tilden by .{umg behied ghe resurns,
At 200 Mr Morton said he was not able to pro-
cecd further to-day, and therefore suspended
is remarks, Mr. Frelin.huysen, a mem-
I'her of the gpecial  commiliee, them touk
| the floor rnd spoke in favor-of the bidl..........
! in the House, & motion o suspeni the rules and
| pasa o resolntion dirceting the Commitwe on
| Alilitary Afllurs to inguire ioto the cauee of the
remnovill of troops frown the frontier, whether
sufligient foree ramnsing there to protect it, and
$ie  pumber of twroops stationped ar Wash-
ington, was defeated 1tor want ol a two-thirde
vote. Mr Huanter moved to suspend the riles
and pass the joint resotution to amend the Con-
Lstituton by providing that ne elnims ghall ever
| be sllowed or paid by tiae United States for prop-
| erty used, consumed, injured or destroved dur-
inr the Late reoellion, uniess it belonged to per-
sous whoe were loyal W the G .vernment.
Locf—yeas, 135; nays, 72; nef twe-thirds.
A mescage was reccived fromthe President, in
rrppi_v to n resolution passed in Deecinber, re-
guesting informatgen in regard to the seryice of
;m: urmy in the South sinee the firstof August
ast.

The following is the substance of Mr.
Frelinghuysen’s remarks, on the 2id, upon the
bill to provide for the counting of the Elestoral
votes: Having been appointed a member of the
Special Committee which framed the bill, and
having, to the bast of his nbility, discharged his
duty, he felt he could not remain sileat while re-
flecting aml patriotic p-ople of the country were
interested in this measture to the extent that the
dignity of the Government should be maintained;
that no bad precedent ahontd be get, anu thasthe
peace of society ghould be preserved, If there
ever wis a time when the representalives of the
American people should rise above party proejn-
tives and purty fecling it was now, and, with
trie courage amd patriotism, they should deter-
mine that they wouald avert this peril from the
The dutics of a {faithful =ena-
tor were always reapongibie, but it seemed to
him as if they now touched the highest point of
responsibinty. " At all events, Senators inust do
their duty, whether it pleased their eomstituents
or not, lie had no doubt that the complication
which now scemed to imperil the Government
would be adjusted by Congress and necepted hy
the people, and the strengih of this nasion, de-
veloped during the war, would earry her for-
ward into a new era, as 11l would have rencwed
confidence in our ingtitutions. He believed this
nation wonld enter upon a degree of prosperity
which had but few parallels. Hethen relerved
tothe bill, and sail he believed the measure met
with more opposition from Republieans than it
did from Democrats. He would seek to
take no wunfair advantage of the oppusing
party, and he would be the last man to
eacrifice the Thonor of that great party
of liberty which had stood by the Government in
its hour. f peril. He then referred to the late
224 Joint Rule, and said it had been used for ten
yvears when both Hou-es of Gongress were ilo
publican. Those who were opposed Lo this meas-
ure must see at once that, under the rule which
had prevarled for ten years while both Houses
were Republican, or even under the bill whica
passed the Senate at the last session, there would
be a sorry prospeet for having the votes of either
Louisiana, Florida or Sonth Carolina eounted,
with the rule of the last ten years against Re-
publicans as precedents. The Democrats in
Congress had acted with greatfairness in joining
with Repuvlicans in reparging this bill. Fie then
referred to the power claumed for the President
of the Senate to count the Hieotoral vote, and
said il the power to.vount that vele was vested in
the President of the fenite, why had it been ex
ercised by the two Houses of Congress duringtie
insb ten years? He denied that the power 1o de-
termine #nd counf the vores was vested in the
l’frl- entof the Senate, aml anid it- would be a
w -1crlmgr to rgpose in pne man  Sup-
po e, du ldte’ rebeiliow; the President of

mm t the {,w could not be
d ihBETs upon ¢olintipg ali votes
which might comenp fim the hern States;
would the Senate gnd House have been com-
p-iled tosit quietiy by and thie no nction? e
argned  that = the , Constitntion imposed

judicial and executive authoritiesof the Govern-

upon Congress the duty of

The shadow of intimidation had entered |

tion provides that the Presidentof the Senate |

It will be taken by |

The I

question |

ecid- « State

ing upon and ecounting the Electoral
votes, and Cougress was bound to perform that
auty. It would be a great negl'gence now nut to
have legislation to that end. He argued at some
length in favor of the constitutionality of the
proposed measure, and sald the failure of Con-
gress to pass the bill would be to cast upon the
outgoing President the duty of determining te
whom he should transfer the Government. Every
consideration of justice demanded tnat Congress
should pass the bill. If all patriots of this coun-
try should assemble in one vast plain their pray-
er would not be for riches, but it wonld be tkat
| this land might be delivered from the baleful in-
fluences of party strife. In conclusion he spoke
in favor of placing the beat men in power, and
said if the present difliculties should be adjusted
| the nation would profit by the lesson, and would
| be the most happy and prosperous on tne face of
the earth.

In the Senate, on the 23d, a number of
petitions from various cities were presented,
praying for the passage of the bill presented by
the Joint Committee on counting the Electoral
vote. Consideration was then resumed of the
bill in regard to counting the Electoral vote,and
Mr. Shermun spoke in opposition toit. He said
when the select committee was appointed to con-
sider this esubject, be expected, as &
matter of course, to bLe able to vote for
the bill reported by the committee, be-
caise he entertained the  highest
respect for the members of the commiltee. It
was painful for him to dissent irom the views of
the men whom he estcemed 80 highly, but after
thie brief examination he had given the measure
he thought it was his duty to oppose it. This
bill was to make the court to decide the case al-
ready made up, and there were provisions in it
incompatible with the Constitution. Suchalaw
as this was an evil example and it could not be

sustained under the Constitution. The ques-
tion hereiofora  discussed had Leen:
| First—Shall the Tresident of the Senate

count the voter Scconil—Can either house admit
or exclude a voler Third—Can both houses con-
Clilaag dusu! Feurta—Can the Vice-Preeident
decide when the two houses disugree* The bill
presented other questions whieh were of a more
grave and serious character. It eopmmcd four
propositions : First—That the President of the
Senate had nothirg to Jdo but presideand openthe

vole, second—Une house oi Congresa
chn not reject a vote.  Third—
The two hoasea by a eoncurring vole

{ may do so. Fourth—it provided for a grand
| conumnission, the decision of which must be final,
| unless overuled by the eoncurrent vote of the
i two houses. Ie then argued that the bill was
| uncongtitutional, and he pariicularly opposed
[‘Lhe clause providing for the selection of five
| Judges of the Supreme Court as members of the
| Commission. Ile also opposed the bill because

it is understood to delegate powers conferred
| upon Congress to the Commission. It wasan
| axiom of law that legislative powers could net

be delegated. He read from various legal
| anthoritica and argued that the bill was
intended to apply to & case passed, end-
ed and concluded, which was clearly un-
| constitutional. If the power to make luws
| sould not be Selegated, how could Congressdele-
| gate power which controlled the votes of the
| States to a packed tribunal? Another feature of

the bill which violawd the spirit of the « onstitu-

tion was that authorizing the appointment of a
| committee of five members of each house as
f members of the committee, not to take deposi-
tions and repert as other committees, but to be

beyond tt e controlof the two houses after heing
| organized. The Constitution provided that no

member of either house shall hold office created

while he held a seat in Congress. Mr. Sherman
j then spoke on the power and duties of the Com-
icission authorized by the bill,and asked it it was
to tuke the returns us certitied by Stute officers.
1f 8o, every body kvew who would be President,
T ut if this Cemmission was to be allowed to go
back of tie returne, God only knows what the
result would be. It would dependentirely upon

lot, the chance which selected the tifth Judge of

| the Supreme Court who would be the tifteenth
member of the Commission Mr. Conkliug ol
| lowed Mr Shermanand spoke in ravorof the bill.
essss i the House, a number of memorials, e1¢,,
were presented in favor of the so-called compro-
| mise bill. Mr. Bulz was admitted a8 & member
from Seuth Carelina. The report of the tom
mittee om Privilezes was discussed at gome
| length by Mesars, seelve, Williama (Wis.), awl
'"Purker., Mr. Cox, ¢ bairman of the Commitiep
| on Election Frawls in New York, submilted o

report in regard o alleged tumpering with xur, l
It |

| Hewitt’a mai! in the New York PPost-oflice,
comupletely exonerates Postmaster James and s
suborndinates in the Post-oifice from ull « lame n
| the matter, anid deciares that no such tampering
, has becu done.
| Inthe Senate,!on the 24th, the bill to pro-
vide for counting the Electoral vale was taken
| pp as untinished business. Mr. Conkling was
1 entitled to the floor, but not being present, Mr.
| Ssargent spoke in oppositiou to the bill. He ar-
gued that the frawmers of the Constitution never
tintended to lodge in Congress the dangerous
| power of discriminating vetween returns of
i Electora! voles, bus thit the power to connt the
votes wae lodged in the President of the Senate
alone. [He opposed the bill becanse it degraded
the Supreme Court by bringing the Jurdges down
to the muddy pool of politica and
{ gompelled them to wade throvgh it.  ife further
| abjected to the bill becaune it invited the political
| rnrl.]f vefeated by the ordivary forms to clamor
or another hearing,
spect the decision of this tribunal, which wns
without precedent and without sanction. He

| pegarded the Lill not a8 4 eompromise, but a& a
| Burrender of Republican rights. Mr. Sargent
| having  cenclwied, Mr. Conkling resumed
the foor amd eontinued his srgmnent in
favor of the bill, A motion to adjourn
was then mmde and defeated, and a re
crss was tuken till 7 p. m During the

evening session specchea were mde in favor of
the bilt by Senators Bavard, t hiristianey, Thur-
man, Stevenson, Howe anid Whvte, and arainst

vote bhefore adlouroment R
eonsideration was reauamerd
reportesl by the Comwmittee on Privileges,
and the House was addressed by Mr.
MeDill in favor of the res lutions submitted by
the munority of the eommittee. 1 he Presidept's
message in regard to the use of troops in the

of the

the House,

respiutions

and Mr. Wood offered a resolution that the mes-
| sBara he refe red to A select commitice of eleven
to ingnire whether there Had been an exereise of
anthority not warranted by the Constitution and
lawa on the use of troops, for which the Presi
dent ia justly respounsible, aith power to send for
yeraons anid papers.  After considerable Jdiseus-
sion the resolation was adopied—yeas, 13i;
nayse, 75.

The following in a brief resrme of Senator
Coukling's speech,delivered on the 231 and 34th,
upon the Eiectoral bill: Mr. Conkling said that a

the right, and therefore the duty, of Congress to
ascertain and verify the Electoral votes, and de-
clarg the true result of Presivdential efectiona, or
else by an assertion of lnw-makiog power to Jde-
clare how these acts should be done.  Tis prea-
ent judzment diill not rest on preconceived opin-
iuwns., Some weeks ago he reviewed carefully
amld eantiously every act and proceciling in our
histury bearing upon this question. and, without,
thaaid of compilitions mude stnee thon, he had
exomined every utterance in bhooks  He then
gpok: of the objections to tha bill and said, if it
were Lrue that theright to eount the voles was by
the Constituvion imposad upon the President of
the Senate, the bill now upon the table, nor any
biil, rule or plan would be of the slightest elticaey
or effect.  Whenever the Constitution depositeil
& puwer withany oflicer, department or fuection-
ary, there it must remain. 1f the Conatitution
deposited in the Uresident of the Senate
power to count the KElsctoral wvute, there
wis an end of it; and any act or rule to strip kim
of that power would be o bold intruzion upon the
Constitution. 1f guch were the poweir of the P'ros-
ident of the Senale, then every procecding had
heretofore by the lwo houses of Congress was a
flagrant violation of the Constitution. He dJe-
nied that the power Lo count votes was vested in
the President ef the Senate, and said, if the Con-
Etitution gave all the power to one man, it was
not easy to see how Congress could witness or
verify theact. If the Presidentof the senate chose
to utter words, members of the two houses must
listen to him. The Constitution declared the
President of the Senate should open #ll certifi-
cates. That was & grant of power, It then de-
declared the vote shounld be connted. By whom?
Did the framers of the Constitution intend it
should be by the President of the Senate® 1[ so

two little words would have fixed it. The men
whe drafted the Consiitulion were masters of
language. They were sofastidions in theirtaste,
s0 exact that words should become echoes of
thought, that they appoioted a Committee on
Style in order that every sentence might be scru-
tinise, and thus prevision in regard to count-
inz tne Electoral vote was referre | to thatcom-
mittee and reported back by the commitice. He
could not believe that the framers of the (Consti-

tution int-nded the Pres dent of the Senato
should ecount good, bad, and indifferent ecrtifl-
ciates, as was argued by the Senator from In-
dinpa (Mort n) yesterday. It had been =aid
th t the power ot the President of the Senate,
though not expressed in the Constitution,
might be iroplied. He could vot aceept that doe-
trine. Authority te do a m neterial act did not
imply authority to do a judicial act. To open
the certificates was purely a ministerial act, but
to count the votes wassomething mora. The good
certiticates must be assorted from the bad ones,
It New York sent 45 Klectoral votes, only 43
would be true voles, and the true ones must be

taken from the false ones, If certificates from
Massachusatia should show that that
voted for the Demceratic can-

The people would nog ro- |

it bv Senntors Morton, Bisine aad Eaton., Sev-
eriz! motions towdjourn were rejocted, asd at 4
a. m. the senaterwas still in sesston, it beingthe |
purp-se of the friends of the Dill W force it to a

south was then taken up ns unfinished business, |

stuly of the matter, years ago, eonvineed him of |

dida e, it would be false. The world
Enew that she voted for the Republican nomi-
nee, and must be so counted. e spoke at some
length as to the constitutionality of the bill, and
asked, Did not reason and fitness of things in-
form the tenate that our fathers intended that |
the power to vitiate, mn allegations of fraud or

one man? They knew it would e safer reposed
in the American Congress. It was not designed
to commit thia vast power to one man, especial-
ly as that man might be the sole judge
in his own case. Divine and human law, since
the worning of time, £aid no man should be a
juidge of his own case, even though he sat with
others.
power to connt the votes, & bare majority in the
~enate might select a President for the sceret
purpose of making the count one way. Was
such a creature of an hour a safer anchor than
the two houses of Congr2ss? No such action
was designed for this Kewvublic, the only con-
siderubla experiment of free government extant
on the globe. Should thia experiment faii, it
would turn back the hands on the clock of ages.

At 7:30 2, m. on the 25th, after an all-
night session of the Senate, during which a
number of amendments were voted down, the

Electoral bill was brought to a vote and pagsed
—yeas, 47; »ays, 17.

detail
YEAS, J

Alcorn, Dennia Merrill,
Alligon, Edwnrris. Price,
Barnum, Frelinghuysen, Randolph,
Bayard, IGoldthwaile, Ransom,
Bogy, Gordon, Robertson,
Booth, Howe, Saulsbury,
Boutwell, Johnson, Sharon,
Burneide, Jones (Fla.) Stepnenson,
Chaffee, Jones (Nev.) Teller,
Christiancy, Keliy, Thurman,
Cockrell, Kernan, Wallsce,
Conkling, MoCreery, Wiyte,
Cuooper, McDonald, Windom,
Cragin, McMillen, Withers,
Davis, Maxey, Wrigzht—i7.
Dawes, Merrimon,

’ NAYS,
Blaine, Dorsey. Morton,
Hruece, Eaton, Pattarszon,
Cameron (Pa.), .- Hamilton, Sargent,
Cameron (Wis.), Hamnlin, Sherman,
Clayton, Inzalls, West—11.
Conover, Mitcaell,

{With the exception of Senator Eaton, of Con-
necticut, all those voting na- are Republieans.)
NOT VOTING.

Anthony, Key, Paddock,
Ferry, Logan, Spencer,
Harvey, Norwood, Wadleigh—11.
Hitcheoek, Ousleshy,

veess.In the Houge the Electoral hill was taken

from the rable, referrei to committee, reported
immediately, and read. Mr. MseCrary, 8 mem-
ber ot the Joinl ¢ ommittee, then opened debate
1n favor of the biii. He was followed by Messra,
Hunton, Goode, Hoar, Hewitt, Caldwell, stov-
enson, Caulfleld, Springer, and Willard in favor
of tha bill, and Mesars. Hale, Monroe, Smith,
(Pa.), aud Garfie!d against it.
—— - ——————

CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATICNS.

Louilsiana,

The Senate committee concluded its in-
vestigations on the 18th, There was cpnsidera-
ble additional evidence takem, of the usually
contradictory character, concerning the election
in Iichland, Webster, Morehouse, and West
Feliciana,

Misgissippl. v

|  Additional testimony before the commit-
| tee investigating the Mississippi election was
| given by Itepresentative Lynch, who stated that
| over 200 Republican balivts were removed from
| the bex at Archer Precinet, and Democraticbal-
lots inserted in lieu thereof. A, M Ilnriy, eu-
itor of the Matcher New Souih, testitod to Demo-
eratio threats and intimidation, snd that he haa
| to leave Natthez for feur of being mobled. M.
.. Howari, colored, of Fayette, Jefferson
| County, formerly Sheriff and a member of the
Legisiature, testified o munerous instimees of
intnnidation and threats made by armed Demo-
The witness left Missirsippi four days
the lasl election, as he considered
bis life in dunger, and atill
arraid he woitld bhe killed should
he return to his home. Mr. Richards, colured,
a lawver of Claiberne cunty, tlso testitied to
! acts of intimi=ation by armed Demecrats. W,
). Gibbs, Demoeratic candidate for Presidential
Elector, testified that he canvassed ten counties
and did net witness any intimidation; he said
that the great change in the vote since 137: wus
ctused by the change of political eentiment
among the coiored volers,

|
L eruta
before

18

Miscellaneons,

The examinuation of Secretary Chandler
was eontinued before the special commiltes of
the House on the [8th. Mr Field asked him if he
wae now prepared to agswer the gquestion here-
| tofore propounded, nsmely, by whose authority
he sent the teleeram Lo Gov., Stearns, promising
| troops. Mr. Chandler declined to answer, he-

cause of the confidential charucter of the com-
| muunications hetween the Preeident, himsell and
{ other members of the Catunet, The withess was
then discharged for the present, and the commit.
tee went into secrel session. :
Oswin D). Roberts, Cashier of the Neeond
1 National Bank of New York, on the 20ih exhib-
it d belore the Commitiee on the Powers and
Privileges of the House two certiticstea of de-
{ porit by Z. Chandier, one for $3,'00 and the
| other for 32,000, They were made payable on
hig own ord r or return of certitleates. The in-
dor-ement reads : ““1'ay 5. B Packard or order.
Z. Chandler.” G. W, Partridge, private see-
| retarvof Mr, 7 Chandler, producesd copies of
Vletters which were privately examined by the

| The Use of Federal Troops

irregularity, the ¥lectoral vote of a State, and |
thus turn an election, should not be reposed in

If the President of the Senate had the |

Following is the vote iz,

inthe South,

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT,

WASHINGTON, D. C., Janusry 22.—Jq
reply to the resolution of the House of Repre-
sentatives, passed early in December, 15874, pe.
questing the President to transmit to that body
copies of all orders, or directions, emanatip
from him, or from either of the Executive De-
partments, 10 any military. commauder, or civil
officer, relating 1o the servies of the arwy in Vig-
ginia, Sopth Carolina, Louisiana and Florida

- since the first of August last, together with all

reports from aay of said milltary or civil officers
the President to-day sent to the House of m-pre:
gentatives & message, accompanied Ly & large
mass of official documents called for Ly the reso-
lution, In reference to the gending of troops to
- the states mentioved, the President says, after
| enumerating some of the sources from which he
t derived information a= to the necessity of Federal
aid in preserving the peace® It is enough o say
that these different kinds and gonrees of wvidence
have left no doubt whatever in my mind that in-
timidation has been used, and actual violence to
an extent requiring the ald of th United Stutes
{ where it was pracucable to furnish such aid. In
South Carclina and Florida,and in Louisiana,as
weil as in Miesigsippi, Alabama and Georgia,
troops of the United States have been but spar-
ingly used, and in Do case 8o us W inerfere with
the tull exercise of the right of suflrage. In uo
case,exeept thut of South Caroling ,was the num-
berof soldiers in any State increased in anticipg-
tion of the election, saving that 2@ men and an
oflicer were sent from Fort Foote t» Petershurg,
| Va., where distnrbances were threatened prior
| to the election. No troops were stationed at vot.
ing-places in Florida and Louisiuna respectively,
Small mumbers of soldiersn said States were sta.-
| tioned at such points in each State as were most
threatened with viclence, where they might he
| available as a posse for the officer wiiose duty it
| wis Lo preserve the pedoe and prevent intimida-
tion of voters. Stch a digposition of troops
scemedd to me reasonable, aud justifled by law
| and precedent, while its omission woulil huve
¢ been inconsistent with the conatitutional duty of
| the President oY the United states, to take care
| thut the laws be faithfunlly executed......0 have
| not employed troops on shight oceasiong, Ror in
| any caxe where it pas not been necessary 1o the
| enforeement of laws of the United states. In
| this I have bean guided by the Coustitnt:ou and
| the laws which have been formeil under it 1
| Jesire to agsure both Houses of Congress anl the
| country that it s been my purpose to adminis-
tor the executive powers of the Governiuent
fairly, and in no instance to disregard or tran-
scenid the limits of the Constitution.
[Signed] U. 8., GRANT.
Executive Munsion , January 22, 1.7,
-

A Thrilliug Adventure,

A New Albany telegram of the 13th
says: At the tlme of the break-up
thirteen boys were skating on the ice
opposite this city, and two men were
walsing across. The peril of these

arties was fearfol for a time. The
ice seemed to rise up fully two feet,
_?ld'bmke in every direction and moved

ewn with greas momentum. Eleven
of the boys escaped to this shore, and
one reached the Kentcky side at West
Louisville. The other, Nick Belvey,
aged ten years, when within five feet of
the shore, Iying tlat on a cake of ice, it
broke # two, and another cake rose up
and ¢rushed him beneath the wave, in

{

spitée of the efforts of a party of men
i who were trying to rescue him. The

{ scene was fearful, and the cries and pit-
i iful wails of the poor boy as the ice
1 ground him to pieces cavsed strong men

to weep. The efforts of the two men
| to escape were fraught with imminent

danger. Oneeof them, Iswac B. Iriens,
! gave himself up for lost and knelt down
| on the ice to pray, after bidding the
"other good-by. He was incuced 10 rise
| and make another effort, and succeed-
ed in reaching the shore.

t -0

Nething Like ¢ Seience.”

One-day last summer an old farmer
and wife were i a Detroit photograph-

| gallery to have some pictures taken of
the wife. Before proceeding %o busi-

ness the farmer took the artist aside and
confidentially observed :

* The old lady was bound to come,
and I couldn't prevent, but now I want
ou to do me a favor. She's got ears
ike a cow, and the biggest mouth I ev-
ersaw on & woman. Her picture would
be a langhing-stock for all the children,
{and I know she’d be sorry when too
| late. Tell her that she’ll take bestin
cold weather, and then I'll fix the rest.”

The artist performed his errand, and
the womsn went away both disapvoint-
ed and pleased. The other day, when
old zero was just howling himself
hoarse, the same pair returned to the
gallery, and the farmer seated his wife
us far from the stove =28 possible and
ordered Her to be *‘taken’’ utonce.
As the artist hurried to obey, the farm-

I l"llj!llﬂlf't' _Two of the l(‘l{lt'l‘a ;\t'lrs.‘_ rar:;;{ er cornered him and Whis“‘t_‘i't’d:

| and put in evidence. One was from J. 3. 5tock. 6 *Bo . il =

o, ‘Deputy United Stutes. Maribal, New Or. | ?Iagmment and unbounded sue
leans, and the other frim 1. I3, Keogh, Greens- | C288. Muuth Md ears reduced l’i:':t'-h.‘i.lf

Pimero, N.t e both asking for f:.hf".:i“'l-ll'u\‘rr Lthie in Size b)« u]e cold! l{g;:; t-_\'_l);-‘nds._—
expense of procuring evidlence of illegs) voting, " : 2 e

| Madison Wells, President ol the Luui;i:m:t Iie- cold eumract«-—-gr: abead afore she
turning Honrd, was exdamined ss to the vaeaney | thaws out! Hoorayv for seience and me!"

Linthe Board.  He said that the members could | 1 | "
not agree upon & man o il the vacancy, but Detroit Free Press.

| that o vole was ever taken. General Ander- e

|tinn!'1 nl member  of “w‘i Returning Board, —To a young man the freedom of a
testifled that there was no obijection to Dr Ken- ] : . [

i nedy becomning o member of the Leturning gfl(}d woman 8 estlm{ite ‘,’f Oth"'! 1‘:18[1
Board Pt'ua.awlhe was nota gentleman, but by- supplements the university, for he is &
canss the members did not approve of his ap- 1l w 1 s e -
poeintment. Witne=a favored supplying (he va- pupll who is fat.hom("d previous to be
caney, and gpoke to several persons abow tak- | 0E tanght—Wetss.
ing the pl;’u-e.] l‘.ln'n-unrjvll; 6l the voles rOmR | S ——— S
out weme for the Tilden Klectors; & grest man

| alnlavits, charging intimidation and fr:\uds, THE MARHEEDS,
wereg sworn to in New Orleans, butl a majority
\\ve:t.; nl\\ :-)rn I'.;» ulll;rllll: of that city. W \:EWSY ORE, Januar .:.:’ \

Additional evidenece givenbelo y MTouse | : NARLVE Sers. cv.. §5 00 @ F10.8

: ’ il enbefore the .If)ll'-( SN Fvi’—_CUmm(m to Choiea. 500 @ 738
Committee on the Powera, ete., of the House. | HOGS—Live veee o tooonnns 8.6in@ T.29
iz as follows: Geerge S. Fisher, of Georgia tem- | LAOTTUN—Miudli *" B [ ‘a 18
porarily resilling in Washington, testified thar | FLOUER—Good to Chotse. .. 8.20 @ 630
e made collections for politieal purposes, atthe | ¥ IHSAT—No. Chicago ..., 1.45 @& L.48
inatance ol the Repu bican Congressional Com- Ct '?‘Pf—“_‘tfﬂ‘-ﬂm Mixesd.ooons - i e Mg
mittee, in  the Iost-office and  War | PATS—Western Mixec...... il @ 54
Depariment, Six'h  Auditor's  Ogive, anpd | VOHK—Now Mess.oo.ooonon.. 17.80 @ 170
the Government Uriating-office, and paid the : 2T. LOTIB,
inoney over to the Treasurer of the committee, | COTTON--middling, vons B 3.
lessd per ceut,, which he kept as pay for his | BEEKF CATTLE—Ciiwe..... 500 @ 5.6
rervicea. About 5,000 was eollecied.  Other Gotd 0 Prinie...... ¢,5) @ 475

persons also made collections.  Contributions “ows and Hetera, .. 2.00 @ 3814
were voluntary.  Oply ibor 2 clerks of proba. Corn-fed Texans.., 2.2 @ 4.1d
bly 1,200 applied to dechined to contribute, Did | BOGS—Packing,eeeee.- veee  DJIN @ GO
not know that any body was discharged (Or not | SHEEP—Common to Fancy. 2.00 @ 5.00
contributling, FLOUX—ChoiceCountry... .. 6.7y @ 7

Beverly Nash, colored, of Columbia, tes- WH.MT—xfteu- WNa. 2, t;;{ @ ‘T_?ﬁ

tifled on the 221d betore the House South Carolina S NGOy Banaereoee 139 @ 140
Committee thut he was one of the Hayes Electors | CORN—No. 2 Bixed........ 9 @ 0
and also a member of the State Senate; that on ?{%;%’;02 YRR o7 2;“' = '%;1
the dav the Electors met, I. D.Childs, President | pyMOTHY SEED-Prime.... 1.5 @ 15%
of the South Carolina National Bank, told him if | 20BACCO—FPlanter's me' 4o @ 6.5
hie couil get three Hepublican Senators to go over Medium Shipping Leaf S8.00 @ S.59
to the Democrats and gent the claimants of the | WA Y—Choice T,-moﬁ, > 10.50 @ 11.50
seats from Laurens, Edgefield and Abbeville | BUPTER—Choioe p,}{{-”"" B e B
Counties, he could get money for sodoing, $10,- | pGGE 3 T 17 @ a9
0uv for each one secured. *“Then,” said Childs, | PORE —Stendnrd Mosg . 75 @ 17.93
. ; : . - » | PORR—Stanaard Moee...... 16.70 @ 10.29

there is the Elecioral vote; if you will agreeto LARD—Prime Steam. . 105 @ 11

vote for Tildeh you can get $10,400 now and WOOL—Tub wesned—Cholee 37 ‘@ 38
&40, more #s soon asthe thing is consummat- v ed O 2 1@ x
ed.” XNash declined the offer IR ORSLNE. il

: BANSAS LITY .
e - ESRVES—-NativeSteers ... 3.00 @ 4-;-?
—1It seems possiole thai an American | gogs.... . ... Conseees L @ v

plant may furnish the desired antidote ) CHICAGO, .
to the French vine- ic SxUVES—~Common to Cholee 3 125@ 5
| 1z = N pess, which hflﬂ e Hivws s Common %0 Chowe,.,. 4 40 @ 6.50
desolated the vineyards of the continent | sprrp W Cucice. 375 ® 6.2
of I%urope. In a communiesation to the | FLOUR—Choice Winter...... 7.00 @ 3-?:
Paris Academy, M. Gilchez states thas Fypp ﬂ_ué:‘r‘}';g Ry O & LUK
he has tried the experiment of sowing )l No, Sereeeer L4 @ LI
red Indian corn in the spaegs, botweéy | CORN-No. 2 Mixed. ... 249 ?ﬁf
the vine-plants, and qinywygr ﬂii B s e W
vines noarest tie s Warg o KPR # NN 880 @ 16
from th Tloxera - Wiiich pu OB Seeevensnener 1.7 @ 10 30
rom the phylloxera InSécl,. io 1 : 2iM LS,
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= o TR T 8.25 @ 8.%
—To prevent heart-burnings, each of %‘1‘%‘_‘%}:{’,"‘,;;;:;:::"57"" s N
the great chiefs in India had a separate SEW ORLEANE, "

entry to his seat at the Delhi Durbar oa | FLOUE=Uboice Family..... e 8.2
New Year's Day. The scats were ar- | Sams st Toais. 220 45 @ 48
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